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were calculated to be employed on a long-term basis; somewhat
less than half of them, or nearly three million were bonded labourers.
Therefore, the number of full-time free wage labourers in 1931
may be placed somewhere between three and four million. The
places where this type predominates can only be suggested. They
are likely to be found in the areas supplying dairy products, fruits,
vegetables and such other products to cities and big towns, or where
commercial crops such as tea, coffee, sugar, cotton, jute, tobacco,
etc. are grown, or where modern methods of irrigation have been
developed.
We have briefly reviewed the process of the manifest disintegra-
tion of the traditional form of agrarian society in India, The most
striking end-result of this dramatic change is the emergence of a
distinct and large class of landless labourers, whose proportion
to the agricultural population rose from about 13 per cent
in the last decade of the nineteenth century to 38 per cent
in 1931, that is, virtually tripled.
For a proper understanding of the contemporary agrarian
society, more detailed information about its social,composition is
necessary. Notwithstanding this serious limitation, the data pre-
sented in Table 4 throw considerable light on the social pyramid
in the agrarian society, especially at its base.
For those who have conceived of India as a land of individualistic
peasant proprietors, it would be a rude shock to find that over
seventy per cent of the agricultural population has no rights to
land; that nearly two-fifths of it are landless labourers and a third
of it are dwarf-holding labourers both of whom struggle to escape
absolutestarvation by working under serf-like conditions on the lands
owned by a small number of large land-holders. No wonder that
the cultivators in India are poor an3 that the per acre producti-
vity is very low and falling. In a social context wherein exploita-
tion of persons, desperately seeking to subsist, is placed at a higher
premium than that of the soil itself, widespread emergence of im-
proved methods of cultivation is clearly out of the question.

